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Opinion Paper on the Ku Klux Klan Terrorist Group
Ku Klux Klan History and how they Came to be
Ku Klux Klan, also known as KKK, is a white supremacist hate group that began in 1865 (McElreath et al., 2019). The group recently seems to be re-emerging after President Trump failed to denounce it in the recent presidential debate. Majorly, the group targets African-Americans, Jews, homosexuals, immigrants, leftists, and recently they seem to target Roman Catholics. Historically, the group is said to have begun in 1865 at Pulaski, Tennessee, shortly after the civil war (McElreath et al., 2019). It is said to have been formed by six confederate veterans. The KKK members took a secret oath and advocated for violence and racism as their core beliefs. Notably, the KKK hate group has been in existence since 1865, stated their goals and developed methods to implement such goals and identified ways of recruiting more members alongside the required membership characteristics. However, a plan can be developed to prevent their re-emergence.  
KKK hate group emerged in 1865 and is still present in the United States to date. Eckstrand (2018), tried to explain the danger behind the hate group, but his opinion seemed not to concern many people. Arguably, it can be said that someone back then had warned the public about the group's dangers, but their opinion was assumed. Nevertheless, KKK has dominated since its establishment in 1865 to today, undergoing three stages until today (Aron, 2018). The first KKK group emerged when the group was developing, but it declined due to internal weaknesses. The reason behind this was due to the lack of a central organization and failure to control sadists and criminal elements (Aron, 2018). However, a second KKK was formed in 1915 in memories of some elders who were still alive then. For their survival, they adopted modern business and even paid recruiters to appeal to new members of the group (Cline, 2019). However, the group declined due to internal divisions, external opposition, and their leaders' criminal behaviors. The group faded in 1940 (Aron, 2018). The third rise of the KKK hate group was between the 1950s and 1960s, and it has been operational since then (Aron, 2018). Research shows that in 2016 the KKK hate group had over 30 active sub-groups with members ranging from 5000 to 8000 across the nation (Cline, 2019).
Their Goals and Methods of Implementation
According to Eckstrand (2018), the KKK hate group has its main goals. To set off, they originally aimed against the blacks, but they broadened the hate to Roman Catholics, immigrants, and Jews. Their other goals included upholding white supremacy, which they termed as a white-ruled America, shielding sanctity, teaching, and faithfully inculcating a high spiritual philosophy through ritualism, ideals of pure Americanism, and practicing devoutness to conserve and uphold the distinctive institutions. These ideologies seem to have a connection to the hallmarks of ISIS terror groups as they carry out their missions using the same methodologies (Eckstrand, 2018). It is known that the KKK method of implementing its goals is the use of intimidation and violence based on their ideology of defending the white supremacist. For instance, in 1980, three KKK members were believed to have shot four black ladies in Chattanooga, Tennessee (Eckstrand, 2018).
How They Recruit and Characteristics of Their Membership
Philip (2019), stated that the KKK hate group is increasingly gaining dominance in the country in the recent past. Notably, the kleagles are the people responsible for this because they are the ones given the mandate to recruit people in the group. The recruitment process involves several criteria in consideration of their goals like economic, social structure, and political goals. They are said to lure new members because they get 200 dollars to pay per hour for each new member, and this seems like a motivating factor to recruit more people (Philip, 2019). Research has shown that KKK recruits people by issuing fliers that invite people to the hate group. It also shows diversity recruitment by inviting Jews and homosexuals, which has boosted the recruitment process. Another means is by radicalizing families for those who are members by introducing their family members to the hate group. In addition, the current racial division is also encouraging people to join the hate group. Ku Klux Klan membership is characterized in different ways. For instance, White-ruled America characterizes the membership of the hate group. In addition, the membership requires one to have determination and authentication to the Klan. Besides, the membership seems to be characterized by naturalization. The members traditionally wear white robes and pointed hats. The Grand Wizards wear the black robes (Spicer, 2018). They also have a blood drop cross, which they say represents their belief in Christianity (Spicer, 2018).
Ways of Eliminating Them
It is believed that there are different ways in which the re-emergence of the KKK hate group can be curtailed. From my perspective, the government should identify the group as a threat to the security of the potential targets. The KKK hate group targets the Black Americans, the Jews, immigrants, and Roman Catholics who have the legal right to stay in the country. Notably, there needs to be an actual recognition of radicalization brought by the hate group (Wintle, 2019). People go through a radicalization process before engaging in violence, and the government should be keen to spot this and eliminate it.  Besides, the leaders of these hate groups should be punished. Based on their goals, KKK groups have declared themselves a terrorist group, and terrorism is punishable by the law. The KKK hate group leaders walk freely, and the government should step in and arrest these leaders to eliminate and deter people from joining the hate group (Bruce, 2019).
Conclusion
Overall, the KKK hate group is not on the mission to advocate for the Whites' rights but a hate group that is meant to divide the country based on racial grounds. The different beliefs and goals do not justify the group's existence. Rather, it is a group meant to intimidate people and cause violence based on white supremacists. However, the group can be eliminated if the government steps up and acts upon it.
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